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Committee nominated an old soldier named Michaud to succeed
Pichegru in command of the army of the Rhine, who justified
his appointment by taking Fort Vauban on 29 Nivose
(January 18, 1794) The history of this campaign is charac-
teristic of the success of the Great Committee of Public Safety;
its members knew what they wanted, and used the supreme
powers with which they were entrusted with vigour and dis-
cretion, as was shown by Carnot and Saint-Just. The latter's
mission is most notable; it not only reinvigorated the armies
of the Rhine and the Moselle, but crushed the German party
in Strasbourg and Alsace, and in the course of the Revolution
that great province became more and more French in feeling,
and felt itself more and more identified with France.

The next army in geographical order was the army of the
Alps, which was commanded by many different generals during
the winter of 1793,1 and was allowed to become numerically
the weakest of all the frontier armies. Montesquiou, after
his conquest of Savoy,2 had been succeeded by Kellermann,
whose best troops had been taken from him to share in the
campaigns against Lyons and Marseilles.3 The bulk of this
army remained cantoned along the frontier of Savoy, but it
did not attempt to cross the Alps and enter Piedmont. One
reason for this was to be found in its weakness, and another in
the fact that none of its generals had daring enough to com-
mence further offensive warfare, while the King of Sardinia
showed no signs of invading Savoy, and the Great Committee
regarded the other frontiers as in a far more critical situation.
The duty of this army was to watch the movements of the
Piedmontese and of the Swiss, and it was with regard to the
latter country that its most important functions were per-
formed.

Switzerland, as a neutral country, was the centre of all
intrigue and the head-quarters of the French foreign policy,
and the Swiss frontier was the only one on which there
was no war. In Switzerland, therefore, assembled crowds of
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